Welcome!
The program at Gateway Academy is rooted in our mission and educational philosophy. What we learn,
how we learn, what we value, and how we live in a community are vital questions as we seek to educate
the mind, body, spirit, and character of our students. This unique approach weaves academics, wellness,
and activities into a cohesive curriculum that emphasizes the practice of social skills as the link connecting
each student to the school community.
At Gateway, we believe that a safe and supportive environment is the best foundation for academic
and personal growth. It is important that each of us develops the skills and habits to create and maintain
this community. It is just as important that the community respect and nurture each individual. Our Code
of Conduct provides the philosophical foundation for our community. Throughout our curriculum,
discuss and build skills in conflict resolution, collaboration, and group dynamics. This gives us a common
language and shared expectations that shape our behavior for life.
Students come to Gateway Academy seeking a different approach to learning, often because they have
been frustrated in their previous school experiences. Our intent is to rebuild self-esteem, rekindle curiosity,
and encourage the risk-taking necessary for learning. Our belief is that no single method of instruction
is effective for every student. Instead, we must evaluate teaching strategies and match them with each
student’s individual learning style.
Education is more than memorization of basic facts and preparation for tests. While many of our students
have a strong rote memory, recall alone is not sufficient to function well in school or in life. Similarly,
advanced reading decoding skills must be supported with strong comprehension skills. Learning begins
with identifying, organizing, and evaluating relevant information. Then, we ask our students to take
the important next step to apply what they have learned, encouraging them to solve problems
and face challenges with creativity and confidence.
Sincerely,
O. Robin Sweet
Executive Director & CEO

